120                            PHILIP AUGUSTUS                        CHAP.
His widow Blanche was guardian for the posthumous
son, Thibault IV., and did homage for his fief, remain-
ing under Philip's especial protection. The daughters
of the kte Count Henry (whose mother's marriage was
bigamous, being contracted after a divorce which was un-
recognised by the Papacy and without dispensation) laid
claim to Champagne, and the minority of Thibault IV.
gave a double unsettlement Philip was always allied
with Blanche, and when at length the claim was brought
to a legal decision the barons established her right and
that of her son. The minority was an occasion for
the exercise of enlarged powers on the part of the
sovereign; but Champagne was by no means yet fully
subject to the French overlord.
Of the other great fiefs the house of Anjou held two,
till Philip tore them from their grasp, and Toulouse,
without Philip's active intervention, gradually broke
up under the long struggle between North and South
which was called the crusade against the Albigenses.
Vermandois and Artois were kept largely under direct
royal control. Brittany, when the king obtained sway
over it, was given to Pierre Mauclerc, son of Robert
of Dreux and Alice, the half sister of Arthur, and
daughter of Constance, the heiress of the old line.
The fealty due to Philip was expressly reserved when
the new Breton duke took oath from his vassals.
Thus, gradually, by good fortune as well as by policy,
Philip drew the great feudatories in alliance round his
throne.
The great king's policy towards the lesser barons
was elaborate and systematic. His own direct tenants
he controlled by force and craft in turns, and above all